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'NIGHT AND DAY' | SPORTS
Candidates for next year’s Student Government Association executive positions shared their campaign platforms on Wednesday in a public debate in Downing University 
Center. Voting is open this Tuesday and Wednesday on TopNet and includes elections for SGA senators.      By MIKE STUNSON    |    news@chherald.com
■ Leal Ambriz has been a 
member of SGA since he was 
elected a student senator last 
fall. He said WKU has done 
so much for him, and now he 
wants to give back.
One of his main ideas is 
to promote exercise on cam-
pus. He said he would like 
to bring P90X classes to the 
Preston Center for students.
“It’s important that we get 
committed to a healthy life, 
and by doing P90X we can 
do that,” Leal Ambriz said.
He also hopes to improve 
the recycling at off-campus 
housing.
“There is so much of 
an opportunity to recycle 
at many of the off-campus 
apartments,” he said. “Any-
thing will make a difference.”
His other ideas include 
increasing the number of 
bikes that are available for 
students to rent, as well as 
making designated smoking 
areas for students on cam-
pus.
■ Since joining SGA in the 
spring of 2009, Stephens has 
worked with organizational 
aid before being appointed 
director of academic and stu-
dent affairs in the fall.
Stephens’ biggest goal is 
to start a “Dead Day” where 
classes will be canceled for 
the last day or two before 
fi nals to give students more 
time to prepare.
“I think it is unfair that 
some students don’t have a 
lot of time to study,” he said. 
“A lot of other schools do it, 
and I don’t see why we can’t 
do it as well.”
He also hopes to improve 
the Provide-a-Ride service, 
which he said has not been as 
dependable this year as it has 
in the past.
“Provide-a-Ride is one 
of SGA’s signature services, 
and we have kind of ne-
glected it,” he said. “I plan on 
working out a better contract 
with them to either get a fi xed 
route or more buses to trans-
port students.”
Stephens also said he 
hopes to improve SGA’s 
public relations campaign to 
spread awareness about the 
organization.
CANDIDATES FOR SGA PRESIDENT
DIEGO LEAL AMBRIZ
Students suffering in hot classrooms and dorms can 
prepare to chill out as the university transitions from the 
heating to cooling season.
WKU has started turning off steam for building heat-
ing systems in preparation for starting chillers, accord-
ing to an email sent Wednesday to faculty and staff from 
Charlie Jones, director of Facilities Management. He 
said air conditioners will begin turning on this week.
“As always this activity is determined by the actual 
weather conditions,” Jones said in the email. “And the 
current forecast is for continued warm weather.”
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com
SEE HEAT, PAGE 6
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Bowling Green sophomore Poorvie Patel signed up to donate bone marrow last November and has recently been paired with an 
anonymous match to receive her marrow.  “I’m potentially the last hope to save this person’s life.  I feel like it’s an obligation — 
there are no ifs, ands or buts,” Patel said.
after
class
PHOTO COLUMN ON PAGE 2
SGA executive candidates explain platforms
ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD
Presidential candidate Diego Leal Ambriz, fourth from left, speaks to an audience of about a 
dozen students during the Student Government Association debate in Downing University 




In search for sister’s bone marrow donor, 
student fi nds match for someone else
Download the new 
WKU Herald app
FOR THE iPHONE, iPOD, iPAD
scan this code with your 
QR reader to go straight 
to the iTunes App Store
VISIT WKUHERALD.COM FOR DEBATE COVERAGE
OTHER EXECUTIVE CANDIDATES
■ Kendrick Bryan: Executive Vice President
■ Katie Stillwell: Executive Vice President
■ Devon Hilderbrandt: Administrative Vice 
President
See Page 3 for more on their platforms
Charley Pride, director of Student Activities and 
Organizations, announced over spring break that 
Gary Wiser had been reassigned within Student Ac-
tivities.
Though Wiser’s title hasn’t changed, the coor-
dinator of Student Activities will no longer handle 
Greek affairs.
Wiser’s previous position involved helping ad-
vise fraternities and sororities, as well as assisting in 
recruitment, coordinating Greek Week and planning 
the academic banquet, Pride said.
“Part of the reassignment is to create new 







SEE WISER, PAGE 6
SGA election
Tuesday & Wednesday 
March 29 -30 
on TopNet
When 18-year-old Sam Kimura went to 
the doctor last spring, she was diagnosed with 
aplastic anemia, a rare condition that causes 
her bone marrow not to reproduce enough 
blood cells.
The doctors told her the best form of treat-
ment would be a bone marrow transplant, 
which, if successful, could completely cure 
her condition.
After her older sister, Louisville junior 
Alex Kimura, found out she wasn’t a match, 
she got trained by a representative from the 
National Marrow Donor Program and joined 
the Be The Match Foundation. 
Alex organized two bone marrow drives 
last year, one in Louisville and one on cam-
pus.
She is organizing another drive, which is 
coordinated with the campus blood drive hap-
pening April 11-17, she said.
“I wanted to turn this negative for my sister 
into a positive and help other people,” Alex 
said. 
They didn’t fi nd a match for her sister, but 
they did fi nd a match for someone else.
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@chherald.com
SEE MATCH, PAGE 6
WKU turning 
down the heat
2 MARCH 25, 2011COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
"After class" is a weekly photo essay that shows a side 
of professors that students might not normally see. 
JERRY ENGLEHART JR/HERALD
Fill in the grid 
so that every 
column and 
every 3x3 box 
contains the 








■ Cherrelle Mays, Bemis Lawrence Hall,  reported 
on March 23 that her property was stolen from the 
Downing University Center food court. The value of 
the theft was $276.
The average student passing through associate 
English professor David LeNoir’s offi  ce would assume 
he was an avid snowbird fl ying to and from Florida, 
more often than not, towing luggage loads of lawn art.
Yet, that is far from the reality of LeNoir’s current 
fl amingo collection. It all started as a gag gift from 
his sister on Christmas Day 1986 when he was still a 
graduate student at Auburn University.
In the presence of his whole family, he opened the 
original fl amingo, which would become known as 
Mr. P, from its wrapping paper. LeNoir said that from 
that day on, whenever a guest saw Mr. P it would 
generate conversation, leading ultimately to many 
more fl amingo gifts than he could have imagined.
LeNoir didn't purchase most of the fl amingo 
fi gurines, coff ee mugs, birdhouses, etc. until he was 
in Mexico and saw a small egg with three fl amingo 
heads.  LeNoir said he broke down and bought it be-
cause it was only a dollar.
“I have a couple hundred pieces,” LeNoir said. “I 
have a Christmas tree and enough ornaments to 
wrap all the way around it.” 
Most of his fl amingo-related items reside at his 
home rather than in his Cherry Hall offi  ce.
“You either like them or you love to hate them be-
cause you can’t just hate them, “ LeNoir said.
afterclass
Some faculty members attended an 
open forum Tuesday in Gary Ransdell Hall 
to discuss a proposition to lower required 
upper-division hours from 42 to 36 in an ef-
fort to level the fi eld with programs granted 
waivers.
A waiver is an approved reduction for a 
program to reduce its required upper-level 
hours from 42 for circumstantial reasons. 
Five of WKU's 94 undergraduate majors 
have had waivers approved in the last fi ve 
years, and those programs now require 36 
or fewer upper-division hours.
The proposition would also change the 
upper-level requirements for transfer stu-
dents with an associate degree in their ma-
jor down to 30 hours from 36.
It would not change the 120 total hours 
required for an undergraduate degree, said 
Marge Maxwell, chair of Academic Policy 
Subcommittee of the Undergraduate Cur-
riculum Committee.
Maxwell, also an associate professor of 
educational technology, said the idea devel-
oped after the provost denied a waiver for 
the technology management major.
"The provost wants us to have a consis-
tent policy without waivers," Maxwell said. 
"The primary purpose today is so we can 
hear from the other 95 percent."
The existing waivers for fi ve programs 
— dental hygiene, computer information 
technology, health science with and allied 
health concentration, nursing and systems 
management — arose from specifi c cir-
cumstances for each.
The health science program, which has 
a 19-hour waiver, has a transfer agreement 
with the Kentucky Community & Techni-
cal College System, said Ken Whitley, in-
structor of dental hygiene.
The waiver ensures that KCTCS trans-
fer students do not repeat courses or take an 
extra amount of hours, he said.
Hospitals and health care facilities in the 
region help reimburse the tuition of students 
pursuing a bachelor's degree in health ser-
vices, Whitley said.
These benefi ts offer an incentive for stu-
dents to transfer to WKU.
However, other programs without a 
waiver have to compete with those that do.
For example, technology management 
requested a waiver because some students 
are more inclined to major in systems man-
agement due to the fewer hours it takes to 
graduate. 
Associate English professor Kelly 
Reames said majors are already competitive 
by nature. She agrees with the current system 
of waiving under certain circumstances.
"What we have now works," Reames 
said. "That seems to be lowering our aca-
demic standards."
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice presi-
dent for Academic Affairs, mentioned at the 
forum an alternative proposal that would 
recommend 42 hours of upper-level cours-
es but set a minimum of 36. Emslie said 
that within that system, programs could 
be granted waivers to drop to as few as 30 
hours.
He said any new policies will apply to 
incoming students only.
Micah Bennett, student representative 
for the Undergraduate Curriculum Com-
mittee, said he doesn't want the requirement 
for all majors lowered because his degree 
would not look as good to graduate schools.
"That devalues my bachelor's degree," 
Bennett said. "Even if it isn't easier, if it 
looks easier, they're (competition) going to 
have a leg up."
Maxwell said she would report the fo-
rum results to the committee and continue 
discussion from there.
"The process is not going to be quick," 
she said. "We're just gathering information 
now."
■ NEWS BRIEFS




Conference: Saturday, March 26th | Gary Ransdell Hall 7:30am - 6:30pm
The conference is organized by the Student Research Council with generous support from the Offi ce of the Provost.
Guest Speakers
Dr. Elizabeth Chiseri - Strater, Professor, The University of North Carolina, Greensboro, Department of English. 
Dr. David Frayer, Professor, University of Kansas, Department of Anthropology 
“Researching the University with an Ethnographic Lens”; Lecture Time: 12:30pm 
“Neandertals and Us”; Lecture Time: 4:15pm 
iPod Touch drawing for WKU Students will be held at both lectures. Students must have IDs swiped and must be present to win.
Bryan, a graduate stu-
dent who would serve 
SGA for a full year, hopes 
to be elected as executive 
vice president for a third 
straight term.
He said his goal is 
to continue to improve 
SGA’s outreach.
“I have volunteered at 
(Academic Transitions 
Programs) and worked in-
ternational student orien-
tations, and I want to see 
more of SGA out there,” 
he said.
He also hopes to put 
iPads in the Educational 
Resource Center and Ap-
ple TV in the Technology 
Resource Center. 
Bryan said that even 
though he’s done this job 
before, he still has ideas.
Stillwell, a senior who 
plans to graduate in Decem-
ber, served as secretary this 
past year in her fi rst year on 
the executive branch.  
She said she would like 
to see more communication 
with not only South Cam-
pus, but also with the satel-
lite campuses.
“South Campus is just 
a hop and a skip away, and 
sometimes it doesn’t feel 
like we include them,” she 
said. 
She also hopes to reach 
out to other student groups 
on campus.
Stillwell said she is a pro-
ponent of making the most of 
SGA’s resources, especially 
amid university-wide bud-
get cuts, rather than pushing 
ideas that will cost too much.
Hilderbrandt will be run-
ning unopposed for admin-
istrative vice president after 
serving as Wade Pierce’s co-
chair for organizational aid 
this year.
He said he sees himself as 
the “backup” to the president 
and executive vice president.
“They can come to me 
with a problem, and I can 
give them input and help 
them establish what they 
need to get done,” he said.
More than half of SGA’s 
budget goes toward the or-
ganizational aid fund and 
the scholarship fund, and 
Hilderbrandt hopes to use 
the other portion of the 
money to give back to the 
campus.
“They expect us to make 
the right decisions as elect-
ed offi cers, so they deserve 
for us to give back in what-
ever way we can,” Hilder-
brandt said.
SGA EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
SGA ADMINISTRATIVE VICE PRESIDENT
A rescheduled open forum discussing 
the results of a listening tour conducted 
by Gordon Emslie, provost and vice pres-
ident for Academic Affairs, and Gordon 
Baylis, vice president for Research, is set 
for 3 p.m. today.
Originally scheduled for Feb. 4, the 
forum was pushed back to March 25 be-
cause Emslie had to be out of the country 
to attend a funeral.
Faculty and staff are invited to the fo-
rum, which will be in Downing Univer-
sity Center Room 224.
The purpose of the listening tour was 
to evaluate the current status of academic 
departments and the university as a whole 
and provide helpful recommendations.
Because almost two months have 
passed since the original forum date, 
Emslie said some small “appropriate ad-
justments have been made.” 
One of these adjustments includes the 
passing of Senate Bill 130, which allows 
WKU to offer advanced practice doctoral 
programs under certain circumstances.
“It was something that was not yet ap-
proved. It now has,” Emslie said.
He said the two will begin the forum 
by reporting their results, and they will 
also open up the fl oor for questions.
Emslie said after faculty and staff 
have had time to digest the information, 
a follow-up forum in April will take place 
where attendants can ask more in-depth 
questions.
Emslie and Baylis conducted the tour 
last semester, visiting all 46 departments.
“We are people who believe that our 
job is to come up with tools and options,” 
Baylis said. “And as we went on our lis-
tening tour, we got lots of questions and 
lots of ideas.”
Baylis said he and Emslie are recom-
mending what faculty members can do, 
instead of telling them what they must do.
President Gary Ransdell said in a 
February email that he agrees with what 
Emslie and Baylis will present at the fo-
rum.
“Some of their recommendations are 
near-term, and some are long-term in con-
text and implementation,” Ransdell said. 
“But all merit our full consideration.”






Discussions ongoing to 
lower upper division hours
Circus on campus this 
weekend
The circus is coming to 
Bowling Green.
The Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey circus will 
be performing March 25-27 at 
Diddle Arena.
The show’s slogan has long 
been “The Greatest Show on 
Earth” and features zebras, 
elephants, horses and tigers, 
among other animals, accord-
ing to the show’s website.
Performances will be on 
Friday at 7 p.m., Saturday at 
11 a.m., 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. and 
Sunday at 1 p.m. 
Tickets can be bought at 
ticketmaster.com or by call-
ing 270-745-5222, and prices 
range from $15 to $30.
— Joanna Williams
Abuse awareness walk 
in heels today
Men will walk up the Hill in 
high heels today to raise aware-
ness about sexual abuse and as-
sault against women. 
About 38 men from various 
student groups and fraternities 
have signed up for “Walk a Mile 
in Her Shoes,” an event hosted by 
the Interfraternity Council, said 
Bowling Green sophomore Chris 
McCoy, a member of the IFC’s 
executive committee. 
The walk will start at North-
east Hall at 11:15 a.m. and con-
tinue up the Hill by going around 
Avenue of Champions, ending 
at Centennial Mall, said Aubrey 
Holt, a graduate student involved 
with the event.
She said all the proceeds 
from the walk will go to Hope 
Harbor, a local center that pro-
vides support to victims of sex-
ual abuse and assault.
McCoy said the group de-
cided to put on the event because 
awareness was important to them 
and they hope it will start a trend 
in Bowling Green.
“We want to spread awareness, 
not only in IFC, but potentially 
in the next few years that will be 
helpful for the community,” he 
said. “We’re laying a foundation 
to have these events in a few years 








Students from the theatre 
department are presenting a 
musical of hope and second 
chances with “The Spitfi re 
Grill” this Monday and 
Tuesday. 
The performance is 
about a woman recently 
released from prison who 
moves to her dream town 
hoping for a new start, but 
fi nds it in social and eco-
nomic decline, said Bowl-
ing Green senior Stephen 
Tabor, who is directing the 
performance.
Tabor said he thinks peo-
ple will be touched by the 
story and the music.
“It’s very uplifting 
watching people deal with 
real problems,” he said. “I 
think the music and story 
will appeal very much to the 
people at this campus and in 
the community.”
The music in the per-
formance is from the folk 
genre and will be performed 
live by a guitarist and pia-
nist, Tabor said.
The cast has a great di-
versity in regards to age and 
experience, he said. 
“It’s people our age put-
ting on a show, and it makes 
it very rich,” Tabor said.
“The Spitfi re Grill” will 
be Monday and Tuesday at 
8 p.m. in the Gordon Wilson 
Hall lab theater. Admission 
is $5. 
— Kevin Allen
TOPS to the spring season. 
Sunshine always seems to 
make people happier.
TOPS to the circus com-
ing to Diddle Arena to-
morrow. Go buy a ticket; 
be a kid again.
BOTTOMS to gas prices 
inevitably increasing again 
— likely as you’re reading 
this. At least it’ll keep you 






ered cars, itchy eyes and 
allergies that make many 
people sad again. 
There are some lost souls walking 
around this campus. Some struggle in 
their classes. Others quickly give up be-
cause they don’t know where to turn.
But it might be, dear professors, be-
cause you don’t always do enough. 
Yesterday, I heard four very good 
professors say that teaching, in its most 
basic sense, is not their only job. They 
said they are also mentors and nurturers. 
And I, like many of my fellow students, 
appreciate that.
 It is easy for professors to give the 
“real world” speech, stating that no one 
plays fairly, and no one cares, so they 
might as well start being hard on us now.
But let’s be honest: College is not the 
real world. Our professional paths most 
likely won’t lead us to a place where 
there are rules for having company, al-
lotments for food or social exceptions 
for public intoxication. So why not add 
to the unique experience of college by 
not being so “real”?
I’m not saying it’s the teacher’s job to 
be lenient or too comfortable with their 
students. But it is not a crime to care 
about them.
I think too many professors are 
clouded by the idea that students are 
adults and therefore don’t need any ex-
tra encouragement. After all, we’re old 
enough to push ourselves on our own. 
But they should treat college like any 
other educational setting and realize that 
their attitudes toward teaching us affect 
our attitudes toward learning.
That might not mean much to many 
professors; I’ve had a few who admit-
tedly don’t care about their evaluations, 






W h e n 
you’re deal-
ing with 
h u n d r e d s 
of students 
who have 
d i f f e r e n t 
l e a r n i n g 
styles, dif-
ferent backgrounds and different abili-
ties, there’s no way you can neutralize 
your courses to fit them all. Trying to 
accommodate everyone would be im-
possible, but putting in a little extra ef-
fort for a student who noticeably (and 
sometimes painfully) needs more from 
you won’t hurt.
Don’t shrink from spending time 
with a student if you see them trying but 
they can’t seem to make any progress. 
Don’t be afraid to ask about distractions 
in their life that might be keeping them 
from reaching their potential. And don’t 
give up on a student who doesn’t start 
off strong; your input might be just what 
they need to do better. 
Many professors are probably think-
ing, “What does she know?” I’m not a 
professor, and I can only imagine how 
hard it is to maintain several classes. 
But I am an observer. And I’ve seen and 
experienced how things can improve if a 
professor shows that they care.
On “One Mic,” a militant, yet inspi-
rational anthem, Nas says all he needed 
was one life, one breath, one chance — 
one microphone to spread his voice to 
the world.
You, dear professors, could be that 
for your students. You can be their in-
spiration; all it takes is one word from 
you, one time to let them know you’re 
there if they need you.     
Sure, there is The Learning Center, 
the Counseling and Testing Center and 
other services for students who need 
help. But they might be more comfort-
able reaching out to someone they see a 
few times a week. 
Your extra effort could increase grad-
uation and retention rates, give a sense 
of happiness to a student who has had a 
hard life, or bring out a talent or strength 
they didn’t know they had. You never 
know if you’re the only positive influ-
ence they’ve ever encountered.   
It would take more of your time and 
energy, but I don’t think it’s too much 
to ask, as I’m certain someone did the 
same for you. And since we’ll soon fill 
many of your shoes, you shouldn’t mind 
paying it forward.
Herald article didn't 
capture essence of Jones
As close friends of Steven Jones, we 
were deeply saddened by his sudden and 
untimely death. His incredible spirit and 
work ethic were exemplary of the ideals 
to be valued at WKU. We were pleased 
to fi nd that an outstanding student publi-
cation such as the College Heights Her-
ald had decided to honor Steven in its 
publication.
However, after reading the 
article,“Student ‘always took care of oth-
ers,’” we were both shocked and highly 
disappointed in its quality.
Not only did the story suffer from an 
array of grammatical errors, it failed to 
really capture the essence of who Steven 
Jones was. It ignored his accomplish-
ments as an individual and a peer. 
The piece lacked depth in that the author 
chose to focus on superfl uous and trivial 
details of Steven’s life, including his ro-
mantic relationships, rather than highlight 
both his personal and academic achieve-
ments here at WKU.
To reiterate, Steven Jones was an 
exemplary student who, after graduat-
ing this May, would have continued to 
accomplish many great things. Those 
close to Steven will continue to honor 
his memory, even though your publica-
tion has failed to do so.









LETTER TO THE EDITOR
TOPS to gas prices de-
creasing a little during the 
past few days. 
EDITORAL CARTOON







Address 1906 College Heights Blvd. 







The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. 
Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submittions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
Josh Moore* editor-in-chief
Emily Ulber* managing editor
Jonathan Lintner* news editor
Marianne Hale* diversions editor
Laurel Wilson* events editor
Zach Greenwell* sports editor
Luke Sharrett* photo editor
Samantha Rainey* design editor
Angela Oliver* opinion editor
Darren Vogt* cartoonist
Amanda Adams copy desk chief
Jake Stevens multimedia editor 
David Learned advertising manager
Sara Taylor ad creative director
Bob Adams Herald adviser
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and Fridays during the 
school year. The fi rst copy is free and addi-
tional copies are 50 cents each, available in the 
Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions 
expressed in this newspaper DO 
NOT refl ect those of Western 
Kentucky University's employees 





1. Letters should not exceed 250 words, and 
commentaries should be about 500 words.
2. For verifi cation, letters and commentar-
ies MUST include your name, phone number, 
home town and classifi cation or title.
3. Letters may not run in every edition due to 
space.
4. The Herald reserves the right to edit all let-
ters for style, grammar, length and clarity. The 
Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
5. Letters and commentaries must be re-
ceived by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
Volleyball nets and 14 faces of deter-
mination fi lled a crowded room as the 
WKU Women’s Club Volleyball team 
geared up with its president, Bowling 
Green senior Amanda Howard, at practice 
last week.
Club volleyball doesn’t have as strenu-
ous practices or as lengthy schedules as 
the university volleyball team, Howard 
said. They have two practices a week for 
two hours each and must pay team fees. 
They don’t receive scholarships for play-
ing.
Howard, a recreation administration 
major, has been president of the team 
for one year, and ac-
cording to the other 
players, she is a good 
teammate on and off 
the court and is a key 
ingredient in keeping 
the team together.
Radcliff junior 
Callie Thomas met 
Howard almost a year 
ago and was very im-
pressed with the way 
she held the team to-
gether, she said. 
“Her maturity and experience with 
volleyball brings us all together," Thomas 
said. "She’s the backbone of our team."
Bowling Green freshman Christina 
Casas said even if they are losing a game, 
Howard has heart and won’t give up no 
matter what. 
“She stays positive and keeps encour-
aging us to play hard,” Casas said. 
Thomas said Howard has the love and 
passion for volleyball that she looks for in 
any great teammate. 
“She’s a well-rounded player, which 
makes her very versatile on the court,” 
Thomas said. “Not only is she talented, 
but I can always depend on her to be there 
for me on and off the court. I know she 
will.”   
Casas played against Howard last 
year on a recreation league and offi cially 
met her last semester. She decided to 
play for Howard’s team because every-
one was really friendly and welcoming, 
Casas said.  
“My fi rst impression of her was that 
she was really organized and kept her 
stuff straight,” Casas said.
The team has traveled to Lexington, 
St. Louis, Cincinnati and South Carolina 
to play. Schools such as Virginia Tech and 
Middle Tennessee have traveled to WKU 
to play against the team.
Its a year-round sport, and the team 
tries to have two tournaments a semester, 
Howard said. 
Last semester there were problems or-
ganizing tournaments because of sched-
ules. There weren't enough teams to play, 
she said.
“It was mainly because teams are busy, 
and the tournaments fall through," How-
ard said. Or the girls get busy with work 
and school and have to cancel.”
Thomas also acknowledged that the 
team has faced some adversity. 
 “A lot of negative comments have 
been made toward the team that we’re 
unorganized or don’t take it seriously, 
but regardless of what’s been said, I can 
count on my team to be there, and we all 
have the will to win and we deserve it,” 
she said. 
Howard said she holds her team to-
gether by making sure everyone is on the 
same page, having a good time, enjoying 
themselves and feeling like they are a part 
of team. 
The team hasn’t played many games 
yet this semester, but the women have a 
4-3 record, she said.
“I know what the girls are capable 
of and the level that they’re playing at,” 
Howard said. “They’re a good team, and I 
keep them motivated and try to help them 
see what I see in them.”
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Club president holds team together
WKU T is for Teammate






Grad student JT Taylor walks away as Franklin sophomore Sarah Doom, center, hugs Bowling Green senior and WKU Women's Club Volleyball 
president Amanda Howard, right, during practice on Monday in the Preston Center. "Whenever we actually have the entire team together, we 
really come together, we really click, and its awesome to see for once that we actually have a very competitive team,” Howard said.
By ALEXIS CUSTARD
diversions@chherald.com







 Sources: Volleyball club teammates 
Radcliff  junior Callie Thomas and 
Bowling Green freshman Christina Casas.
Pride said Wiser’s move was lateral  — 
he was neither moved up in rank nor down.
When reached at his offi ce, Wiser 
declined comment on this story. 
Pride said that moves within departments, 
such as Wiser’s, are common throughout the 
university.
He said while the switch in Wiser’s 
position may have seemed sudden to Greeks, 
the transition had been taking place for 
weeks.
“It was a quick change for some of the 
students,” Pride said. “They were on spring 
break and hadn’t heard anything about it 
before.”
For a short period of time, other personnel 
within Student Activities have been reassigned 
to assist with Greek Affairs, Pride said.
Kenneth Johnson, assistant director of 
Student Activities, will be assisting the 
Interfraternity Council, and Kristen Smith 
and Aubrey Holt, both graduate assistants, 
will be assisting Panhellenic sororities.
Stacey Forsythe, Kappa Delta sorority’s 
Chapter Advisory Board Chair, said these 
interim positions were created in order to 
fi nalize other matters before recruitment in 
the fall.
While it may seem that three people 
are doing the same job that one person did 
previously, she said that’s not the case.
“Right now they’re splitting the 
responsibilities until they fi nd someone to 
hire,” Forsythe said.
She said a new sorority, Delta Zeta, will 
be added next year, and new Rush rules will 
be in place for sorority recruitment, which 
will entail a lot of work over the summer.
Nicholasville junior Tyler Goble said his 
experiences with Wiser have always been 
positive.
Goble, Delta Tau Delta fraternity 
president, said Wiser was always very 
accessible and would make time to speak 
with Greeks about anything.
“He was available after hours if you really 
needed something,” Goble said.
Goble said Wiser was also a heavy 
proponent in promoting Greek unity.
This year, the historically black 
fraternities and sororities, part of the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council, will compete in Greek 
Week for the fi rst time at WKU.
“That’s something that from my 
understanding isn’t done on any other 
campuses,” Goble said.
Wiser had many achievements while 
serving as head of Greek Affairs, Goble said.
Goble said his implementing a dry Rush 
week was the most substantial.
“He worked really hard to completely 
move away from the typical fraternity 
image,” Goble said. “And he took a lot of 
heat for it, but I think that was a great thing 
that he did.”
The Lady Toppers fi nished the season 12-
16, and it was their fi rst losing year since the 
1981-1982 season.
But once the Sun Belt tournament started, 
Fothergill said she also saw a team that knew 
how to respond under pressure and win when 
it needed to.
WKU didn’t win more than two games 
in a row during the regular season but won 
three games in three days to advance to the 
fi nals of the conference tournament, narrow-
ly losing to Arkansas-Little Rock.
“It’s encouraging," Fothergill said. “Now 
going into it, I know they’re going to want to 
win. They played hard because they knew it 
was crunch time. "
Stevens High School (Texas) product 
Alexis Govan said that same winning men-
tality is what has her excited for next season.
“I like to win and hate to lose,” she said. 
“Losing isn’t an option in my mind. So see-
ing how they fi nished — it really motivated 
me to get in there and work even harder so I 
can be ready to help them next year.”
Liberty Christian High School (Texas) 
recruit Summer Fife admitted it was hard 
to watch her future team struggle to a losing 
record. So when WKU made its postseason 
run, Fife said she was elated.
“I never doubted them, but it was kind of 
discouraging,” she said. “But next year is a 
whole different year. It’s new players, and 
everyone will get better over time. I’m not 
worrying at all.”
Fife will bring her own winning ways to 
the team. Her high school team won the Tex-
as Private and Parochial school state champi-
onship earlier this month. Fife’s 19 points in 
the championship game earned her a spot on 
the all-tournament team.
She said she sees the same capability in 
the other three recruits — Govan, Fothergill, 
and Franklin-Simpson High School’s Chas-
tity Gooch.
“I have really high expectations,” Fife 
said. “I really think the freshmen that are 
coming in are going to be really good. And I 
know the juniors that are going to be seniors 
are really good, so I don’t have any doubts on 
how well we’ll do.”
Govan said she plans to pick up right 
where the Lady Toppers left off last season 
but will take it a step further.
“All of the incoming freshmen have a 
background of winning,” she said. “In my 
mind, we can take the Sun Belt with what 
we have and what’s coming in. We can get 
to the NCAA tournament and make a dent 
in there.”





 Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but 
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FOR RENT
1 Block from WKU
nice 2 and 3 br. apartments
1328 Adams Street
$420-$520/mo
Lease and deposit required
no pets
846-2397
4 br. apartment adjacent to 
WKU campus 




Cozy Cottage fully furnished
all utilities and wireless internet 
included. Single occupancy.





Year round in personal
injury law offi ce
Ideal for WKU student
 in medical fi eld
Send resume and transcript to: 
Attn: Law Clerk Position
607 E 10th Ave
Bowling Green, KY 42102
City of Bowling Green
CAMP COUNSELORS
Parks & Recreation Seasonal Positions
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department, City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green, or from our website at www.bgky.org. The 
City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
CAMP COUNSELORS- Assists with Summer Camp, leads group 
activities; some counselors work with special needs children, teens 
& adults. Must be knowledgeable in recreation/sports activities; may 
require CPR & First Aid Certifi cation. 40 hours per week; May thru 
August; Weekend work may be required. Age 17+; $7.40/hr.
City of Bowling Green
PART-TIME POSITION
Parks & Recreation
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green, or from our website at www.bgky.org. 
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
Laborer (Seasonal): Operates riding and push mowers, cleaning, 
and trash pick-up at municipal parks and cemeteries. Collects trash 
from City parks; paints buildings and park equipment. Must possess 
a valid drivers license; Age 18+. 7:00 am- 4:00 pm, $8.68/hr. Dead-
line to apply for this position will be Friday, April 1, 2011.
City of Bowling Green
Tennis Seasonal Positions
Interested individuals should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org. 
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
• Instructs beginning and advanced tennis lessons
•  Coordinates and runs Tennis Activities
•  25-30 hours per week; weekend work optional; $7.40-
$7.78/hr
House for Rent
3 Br./2 Bath/1 Car Garage
In country on wooded lot
15-20 min. from campus on 
Petros Browning Rd.
$650/mo.
Deposit & References Required
1 yr. lease no pets
Call & Leave Message
270-535-2855 or 270-846-2855
Earn bonuses and residuals 
selling patented marketing tech-




*NON SMOKING FACILITYBOWLING GREEN
909 31-W BY-PASS
ACROSS FROM ARBY’S
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7:00am - 10:00pm 






as unique as you are
WKU Summer Sessions is a unit of Extended Learning & Outreach.  -  3/11
Western Kentucky University is an equal opportunity institution of higher education and upon request provides reasonable accommodation to individuals with disabilities. www.wku.edu/eoo
“Like”  WKU Summer 
Sessions on Facebook by 
March 31st for a chance to 
win an iPad.
Get More Out of Summer
-  Graduate sooner or lighten your load in spring/fall    
-  Over 1,100 classes to choose from
-  Financial aid is available
-  Take up to 15 credit hours
-  Classes range from 3 to 8 weeks
-  Classes begin in May, June, and July
Register Now!
For more information, please visit or call:
www.wku.edu/summer
(270) 745-2478
LEARN BASIC DANCE STEPS
QUICK-FUN-EASY
NO CONTRACTS
Be ready for weddings, formals, parties and special events.
Learn the waltz, swing, rumba, foxtrot, tango, or cha cha.








Bowling Green sophomore Poorvie Patel 
found out during spring break that she was a 
match for a 41-year-old man.
Next week, Patel will have four tubes 
of blood drawn to test for infections and 
diseases.
If the results turn out well, Patel said she 
will start taking a shot that makes her body 
produce more stem cells, which she will give 
to the patient after a transfusion. 
In November, Patel was one of 430 
people who got their cheeks swabbed at 
Alex’s second bone marrow drive. 
The swab is used to see if certain 
components of a potential donor’s DNA will 
be compatible with someone who needs a 
transplant, Alex said. 
Patel said she never thought she would be 
a match for someone.
“Those chances are like one in a million,” 
she said. “I was just speechless.”
Alex is glad that Patel, who is Indian, was 
a match for someone, especially since there 
is a strong need for minority donors.
For example, only 7 percent of the 
registry is African-American, Alex said.
Patel said the registry only disclosed the 
gender and age of her match, but she has 
been thinking about what his life is like.
“This person could be anywhere in the 
world,” she said. “He has to have a wife and 
kids. I thought if this was my dad, I would 
want someone to help him.”
The registry doesn’t allow donors to meet 
patients until a year after they donate, Patel 
said. However, within the year, they will 
update her three times about his progress.
“Just because you give them the marrow 
doesn’t mean they live,” she said.
Patel has done research about how the 
procedure will affect her body.
She said she will get fl u-like symptoms 
while she is taking the shots to help her 
produce stem cells. 
“I’m getting sick for like a week,” she 
said. “But that person could be sick for their 
whole life.”
For now, Patel is just waiting to donate to 
her patient. 
“The faster I get this done, the faster I can 
get it to him,” she said. 
Sam Kimura still hasn’t found a donor, 
but she underwent immunosuppressive 
therapy, which is a process of weakening 
the immune system and then building it 
back up with medicine, according to the 
National Bone Marrow Registry’s website. 
It’s possible that patients will have to repeat 
therapy long-term, which is why the bone 
marrow transplant is ideal.
Sam said she is back to normal, but she 
would like to fi nd a match in case something 
happens.
Now that she’s gotten her strength back, 
she has returned to fi nish her senior year at 
Ballard High School in Louisville, and she’s 




Jones said WKU will activate cooling 
in buildings as it is requested by building 
coordinators. He said dorms have a 
higher priority for air conditioning than 
academic buildings because students live 
in them.
Brian Kuster, director of Housing and 
Residence Life, said the cooling process 
in the dorms depends on the specifi c 
building.
Bates-Runner, McLean, Southwest, 
Northeast, Zacharias and Meredith halls 
have air conditioning year-round, Kuster 
said. In those dorms, residents can adjust 
the temperature in their individual rooms.
The remaining dorms are connected to 
the central heat plant.
Kuster said students occasionally 
come to HRL complaining about the heat, 
but once they are told how the system 
works, they understand.
Jones said in the email that this year, 
thermostats in all campus buildings will 
be set to maintain a temperature of 74-76 
degrees.
Scott Lasley, an associate professor of 
political science, said it always gets warm 
in the buildings around this time of the 
year, before the university has begun air 
conditioning.
“The last couple days have been 
particularly warm,” he said.
Lasley said he thought the lack of 
air conditioning in Grise Hall, where he 
primarily teaches, affects the students 
more than it affects him.
“I think the heat makes it more 
diffi cult for students to concentrate,” he 




To fi nd the Herald's new iPhone 
and Andriod apps, search for
WKU HERALD
“A fastball was good enough in high 
school,” Hageman said. “Now sometimes I 
have to throw a curveball to get a guy out, and I 
have to throw a slider in an exact spot.”
The freshman got a rough lesson in hang-
ing those breaking balls in a March 12 game 
against Illinois.
Hageman had pitched 5 and 1/3 innings of 
one-run baseball and had Fighting Illini catcher 
Adam Davis in a one-ball, two-strike hole.
But Hageman left an off-speed pitch up in 
the strike zone that Davis put over the left-fi eld 
wall for a home run at Nick Denes Field.
The homer gave Illinois a 4-2 lead, and 
WKU went on to its only home loss of the year 
so far, 9-5.
The Davis home run aside, Hageman’s 
mistakes have been few and far between in his 
freshman year, something that pitching coach 
Matt Myers said is a result of Hageman’s ma-
turity.
“Justin is a very intelligent baseball player 
for his age,” Myers said. “He learns from things 
and adapts quickly.”
Hageman’s teammates echoed Myers, com-
plimenting not only his maturity, but his will to 
compete.
Junior third baseman Casey Dykes has 
played behind successful WKU pitchers like 
Matt Ridings, Matt Hightower and current ace 
Tanner Perkins, and he compared Hageman’s 
mound presence to a “bulldog.”
“As a position player, you love hitting or 
playing defense when you have a hard-nosed 
guy on the mound,” Dykes said. “When Justin 
gets on the mound, you know that he’s out there 
to win.”
Hageman hasn’t had success on just the 
mound this season — he’s also hitting .500 in 
three appearances as a designated hitter.
Myers said Hageman will get more chances 
to hit once the current lineup graduates, and 
eventually his role will be similar to the role 
Hightower played as a Friday night pitcher and 
hitter.
“For our program, Justin can play two ways, 
and we recruited him to do both,” Myers said. 
“You’re going to see him be a lot bigger part of 
our lineup in a couple of years.”
Hageman and his Toppers may face their 
toughest test yet when they travel to Florida In-
ternational this weekend. 
The Golden Panthers were picked to fi n-
ish near the top of the Sun Belt this year, and 
their lineup features shortstop Garrett Wittels, 
whose 56-game hit streak was snapped in Feb-
ruary.
Wittels’ streak was two short of Robin Ven-
tura’s all-time college baseball record.
Perkins will pitch for WKU in the series 
opener tonight at 6 p.m.
Hageman will throw Saturday at 5 p.m., and 
senior Brian Edelen will pitch the series fi nale 
at 1 p.m. Sunday.
Hageman said he and his team are ready for 
their fi rst conference road trip of the season.
“I’m not scared to pitch against anybody,” 
he said. “You put me and my team against any-
one you want, and we’ll give the same effort 
whether we’re playing a Division III school or 
playing FIU.”
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POSITIONS OPEN...
News, Sports, Features, Copy Editing, Page Design, Graphic Design, 
Cartooning, Photographers, Photo editing, Online manager, Ad Sales, 
Ad Production, Online Ad Manager, Promotions Manager, Ad Production 
APRIL 13th · 2pm to 3:30pm · ACROSS FROM MMTH
OPEN HOUSE
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD & TALISMAN
EdITOR & Ad MANAGER APPLICATIONS dUE ApRIL 12th
PICK UP AN APPLICATION · TOUR THE NEW BUILDING · MEET THE STAFF · REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
Applications due April 19th!
With the indoor track and fi eld sea-
son over, WKU can now focus on the 
outdoor spring season, which begins this 
weekend.
The transition hasn’t had much of an 
effect on the athletes’ practice routine, 
junior Sharika Smith said.
“We already practice outside since 
we don't have an indoor track,” she said. 
“We still practice the same. It kind of 
works to our advantage.”
The outdoor track and fi eld season, 
which will take place for the rest of the 
spring semester, will start this Saturday 
with an outdoor meet at Southern Illi-
nois-Edwardsville.
Assistant Coach Michelle Scott said 
the weather conditions for the weekend 
might not be ideal for competition.
“The forecast is calling for 40 degrees 
with a 50-percent chance of rain,” she 
said. “You can’t control 
the weather. You take 
what you get.”
Scott added that the 
event is not one of the 
most important of the 
season, so the weather 
didn’t come at the worst 
time.
“This weekend is just 
the opener," she said. 
“We’re going to put people 
in the main events and see how they do."
The outdoor season has a few events 
that aren't offered in the indoor season, 
according to Head Coach Erik Jenkins.
Some of those events include the stee-
ple and javelin events.
“In the outdoor season, you pick up 
quite a few throwing and distance events 
you don’t have in indoors,” he said.
Smith will be competing this week-
end in the 100-meter dash, an event ex-
clusive to the outdoor season. She said 
she’s been practicing block starts and a 
faster tempo this week in order to com-
pete in the event.
Smith, WKU’s lone competitor in the 
NCAA indoor national championships 
earlier this month, is coming into the 
season with an upbeat attitude.
“Right now I’m looking for a good 
season for me and my team,” she said.
This Saturday’s event marks the fi rst 
time the teams have been in action since 
the indoor Sun Belt Conference Champi-
onships at the end of February.
Scott said she expects the teams to 
perform well after the resting period.
“We took a few weeks off after spring 
break to sort of mentally prepare and get 
back to school,” she said.
Jenkins said the teams’ intentions 
haven't changed during the transition to 
the outdoor season.
“We still have the same goals,” he 
said. “Keep working and keep getting 
better. We want to be in competition for 
the Sun Belt Conference Championship 
every year.”
Scott agreed, saying she hopes to 
see progress from every athlete per-
forming.
“We’re aiming to put more people in 
regionals this year,” she said. “Not every-
one will go, but everyone can improve.”




In addition to Guidry, the Toppers have 
added Zach Azzanni, who has taken over 
as offensive coordinator and wide receivers 
coach, and Alonzo Hampton, who is serving 
as the new defensive backs coach.
But the transition with the new staff 
hasn’t been much different for senior run-
ning back Bobby Rainey.
“I don’t think there were many differ-
ences,” Rainey said. “I’ve been experienced 
with football and the new offense. I’ve got 
it from last year. Now it’s just about master-
ing it.”
The Toppers will practice every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday for the 
fi rst three weeks of the spring schedule, and 
then Tuesday and Thursday during the week 
prior to the spring game on April 16.
Both Clendenin and Rainey said they’re 
not treating spring like the start of the year, 
but as its own four-week season.
“What’s going to defi ne us is how much 
we keep it going, and not how we work on 
just one day,” Rainey said. “We’ve been 








“The younger girls listen well,” 
she said. “They know we have ex-
perience, and they know that we 
know what we are talking about. 
They let go of things easily.
“Being a leader is easy on this 
team, because they want to follow 
us and want to do what works.”
Perry said she was pleased to see 
the team learn from within.
 “Right now, we are playing our-
selves a bit, but it was good to see 
ourselves fi gure some things out 
and be a little more aggressive,” she 
said.
Walden called last weekend’s 
losses a “fl uke” and said Tuesday’s 
victories have put those losses in 
the rear-view mirror.
“I think our team is fi nally com-
ing back,” she said. “We are fi nally 
getting the hits, and I think we will 
win three big games this weekend.”
Perry said she’s not worried 
about the poor start and that the 
team could easily re-gain ground 
this weekend.
“Our conference is in a dog fi ght 
right now,” she said. “There are a 
lot of people winning one weekend 
and losing one weekend.
 “If we play Western Kentucky 
softball, then we will be okay.”
TRACK & FIELD
WKUHERALD .COM
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • Vol. 86, No. 42 • WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 03.25.11
College Heights Herald Sports@wkuheraldsports
FOR THE LATEST IN TOPPER SPORTS:
wkuherald.com/sports
NEWS 270.745.6011 - NEWS@CHHERALD.COM     ADVERTISING 270.745.3914 - ADVERTISING@CHHERALD.COM     EDITOR 270.745.5044 - EDITOR@CHHERALD.COMCONTACT:  
 WKUHERALD.COM
For coverage of WKU 







Sophomore wide receiver Jamarielle Brown (right) shares a moment with sophomore tight end Jim Murphree and other teammates 
during a water break in the Toppers' Monday afternoon spring practice.
'Night and day'
Smoother sailing for Tops in year two under Taggart
After the Toppers concluded their fi rst spring 
practice Monday, Head Coach Willie Taggart 
pointed out the gray sprinkled throughout his 
beard.
The 34-year-old, in his second season as 
WKU’s head coach, said the difference between 
this year and last will be in the lack of gray added.
“You see, this gray hair I have is from last year, 
and it just won’t go away,” Taggart said. “It’s 
night and day. Guys know what to expect now. 
They know how we want to practice and know 
what we’re looking for. They are more confi dent 
now.” 
At the start of practice last year, the objective 
for the coach was to get players into shape, which 
delayed their learning WKU’s new West Coast of-
fense and 4-3 defense. 
But Taggart said because of players preparing 
on their own over the offseason, the Toppers have 
a jump already on the team he brought into spring 
camp in 2010.
“Guys have been doing a good job,” Taggart said. 
“I told them I don’t want any more gray hair. I’m still 
a young guy. I tell them to look out for me.”
There are 81 players on the roster for spring 
practice, including 20 starters and 43 letter-win-
ners returning from last fall.
Taggart also doesn’t have to help players over-
come the mental hump of entering a season with a 
hefty losing streak like he did last spring, having 
won two games in his fi rst season.  
Last year’s health struggles for junior tight end 
Jack Doyle and sophomore wide receiver Court-
ney Dalcourt — who battled neck and knee inju-
ries, respectively — also seem to be on the mend-
ing side. 
It’s all culminating into a positive mental atti-
tude Taggart said players are bringing to the fi eld.
“The beauty of it all is the guys came out and 
were really working and really trying,” Taggart 
said. “When guys are giving you 110 percent ef-
fort, you feel good as a coach knowing that things 
are going in the right direction.”
Senior defensive end Jared Clendenin said hav-
ing a new defensive coordinator in Lance Guidry 
is like being a freshman again.
“We have no choice but to understand the ex-
pectations,” Clendenin said. “We refuse to go 




You see, this gray hair I have 
is from last year, and it just 
won’t go away. It’s night 




SEE YEAR TWO, PAGE 7
Hageman off  
to fast start 
for Toppers
Last year, Justin Hageman was a star senior 
pitcher overpowering opponents for Hopkinsville 
High School.
He’s now a freshman Topper establishing him-
self as one of the best young arms in the Sun Belt 
Conference.
The 6-foot-2-inch right-
hander is 3-2 in his fi rst college 
season with a 3.49 ERA and 25 
strikeouts.
Meanwhile, WKU has 
jumped out of the gates to a 14-6 
start and sits alone atop the Sun 
Belt standings.
Hageman had the opportu-
nity to play professional baseball 
this season instead of the college 
game, as he was drafted in the 32nd round of last 
year’s Major League Baseball Draft by the Kansas 
City Royals. But Hageman said he wasn’t ready for 
pro ball because he fi rst needed to “learn how to 
pitch.”
He said much of his improvement has come in 





The Lady Toppers’ troublesome regular sea-
son didn't go unnoticed by their recruits.
But neither did their unlikely run through the 
Sun Belt Conference Tournament that left them 
one win away from the NCAA tournament.
That run, plus a renewed mindset by the 
Lady Toppers, has the 2011 recruiting class ex-
cited about next season.
 Danay Fothergill, a Pulaski Southwestern 
High School guard and WKU signee, said when 
she watched the Lady Toppers in the Sun Belt 
tournament, she saw a different team than what 
she saw during the season — a team that was 
having fun.
“This season, I think they struggled with 
that,” Fothergill said. "As that grew on, they 
started to just have fun and work hard. It’s en-
couraging knowing that I’m going into an at-
mosphere with a bunch of girls that I know are 
going to play hard and have fun.”
WKU recruits 
'encouraged' 





The Lady Topper softball team huddles at the pitcher's mound during the fi rst game of its 
successful doubleheader against Belmont on Tuesday in Bowling Green. 
Lady Tops bounce back by beating Belmont
WKU dug its heels in Tuesday to make a 
stand at the WKU Softball Complex.
The Lady Toppers (17-11, 0-3 Sun Belt) 
won their fi rst game in a doubleheader against 
Belmont, 3-1, and then increased the margin 
of victory in their second game, winning 9-1.
Since the program’s inception in 2000, 
WKU has remained undefeated against Bel-
mont with an overall record of 24-0.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said extending 
the streak provided a little extra incentive.
“You always want to keep a win streak 
like that going,” she said.
The two wins righted the ship for WKU 
after being outscored 36-4 in three losses 
last weekend to open Sun Belt Conference 
play at South Alabama.
Perry said the Belmont wins result-
ed from the team making an effort to do 
“mental work” —  something that it lacked 
last weekend.
“We are trying to get our heads screwed 
back on straight,” she said. “They know we 
didn’t quite get those things done this past 
weekend, and they are willing to put in the 
work to turn things around.”
Senior catcher Karavin Dew said a team 
discussion has put the Lady Toppers back 
on track.
“(Monday) we talked about it and really 
worked out what we needed to,” she said. 
“How we played this weekend really wasn’t 
us. We are back now.”
WKU will continue Sun Belt play this 
weekend against Florida Atlantic with a 
home doubleheader Saturday at 1 and 3 p.m. 
and a game on Sunday at noon at the WKU 
Softball Complex.
Junior third basemen Amanda Walden 
said the young team is eager to glean wis-
dom from its few upperclassmen and that 
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